
What is Humanism?
Renaissance Humanism is the spirit of learning that developed at the end of the 
Middle Ages with the revival of classical letters and a renewed confidence in the ability 
of human beings to determine for themselves truth and falsehood.
 The definition of religion used by Religious Humanists is a functional one. Religion is 
that which serves the personal and social needs of a group of people sharing the same 
philosophical world view.

Humanism was not a philosophy per se, but rather a method of learning. In contrast to 
the medieval scholastic mode, which focused on resolving contradictions between 
authors, humanists would study ancient texts in the original, and appraise them through 
a combination of reasoning and empirical evidence. Humanist education was based on 
the study of poetry, grammar, ethics and rhetoric. Above all, humanists asserted "the 
genius of man... the unique and extraordinary ability of the human mind."

Humanists  were:

- (Niccolò di Bernardo dei Machiavelli (May 3, 1469 – June 21, 1527) was an Italian 
political philosopher, musician, poet, and romantic comedic playwright. He is a figure 
of the Italian Renaissance and a central figure of its political component, most widely 
known for his treatises on realist political theory (The Prince)

-Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni (March 6, 1475 – February 18, 1564), 
commonly known as Michelangelo, was an Italian Renaissance painter, sculptor, 
architect, poet and engineer. Despite making few forays beyond the arts, his versatility 
in the disciplines he took up was of such a high order that he is often considered a 
contender for the title of the archetypal Renaissance man, along with his rival and 
fellow Italian Leonardo da Vinci. Indeed it was said that a true Renaissance man 
needed to have all these talents and also to have been a diplomat and that Michelangelo 
was the only person to have ever embodied these criteria.

-Sir Thomas More (7 February 1478 – 6 July 1535), also known as Saint Thomas 
More,
- Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci April 15, 1452 – May 2, 1519) was an Italian 
polymath: scientist

The importance of printing

Johann Gutenberg, of the German city of Mainz, developed European printing 
technology in 1440, with which the classical age of printing began.

Gutenberg's invention of the printing press revolutionized communication and book 
production leading to the spread of knowledge. Rapidly, printing spread from Germany 
by emigrating German printers, but also by foreign apprentices returning home. A 
printing press was built in Venice in 1469, and by 1500 the city had 417 printers.
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Renaissance
The Renaissance (French for 'rebirth', or Rinascimento in Italian), was a cultural 
movement that spanned roughly the 14th through the 17th century, beginning in Italy in 
the late Middle Ages and later spreading to the rest of Europe. It encompassed the 
revival of learning based on classical sources, the rise of courtly and papal patronage, 
the development of perspective in painting, and advancements in science.[1] Despite its 
wide-ranging consequences in all intellectual pursuits, the Renaissance is perhaps best 
know for its artistic aspect and polymaths such as Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo, 
who have become known as "Renaissance men".[2][3]

There is a general - though by no means unchallenged - consensus that the Renaissance 
began in Florence in the fourteenth century

Assimilation of Greek and Arabic knowledge

The Renaissance was so called because it was a "rebirth" of certain classical ideas that 
had long been lost to Europe, the rediscovery of ancient texts that had been forgotten by 
Western civilization, but were preserved in some monastic libraries, as well as the 
Islamic world.

Classical authors as Plato, Cicero and Vitruvius were searched.  Additionally, as the 
reconquest of the Iberian peninsula from Islamic Moors progressed, numerous ancient 
Greek works were captured from educational institutions such as the library at Córdoba, 
which claimed to have 400,000 books.[11] Along with these, the works of Arabic 
scholars (e.g. Averroes), were imported into the Christian world, providing new 
intellectual material for European scholars

Influence on:
- Art (slides )

Religion (Reformation and Counter-Reformation  )

the new ideals of humanism, although more secular in some aspects, developed against 
an unquestioned Christian background. The Renaissance had a profound effect on 
contemporary theology, particularly in the way people perceived the relationship 
between man and God. Many of the period's foremost theologians were followers of the 
humanist method, including Erasmus, Zwingli, Thomas More, Martin Luther, and John 
Calvin.
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Leonardo Da vinci, why was he so different from other artists?

Abridged

Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci (pronounciation (help·info), April 15, 1452 – May 2, 
1519) was an Italian polymath: scientist, mathematician, engineer, inventor, anatomist, 
painter, sculptor, architect, musician, and writer.

He was born and raised near Vinci, Italy, the illegitimate son of a notary, Messer Piero, 
and a peasant woman, Caterina. He had no surname in the modern sense, "da Vinci" 
simply meaning "of Vinci". His full birth name was "Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci", 
meaning "Leonardo, son of (Mes)ser Piero from Vinci."

Leonardo has often been described as the archetype of the "Renaissance man", a man 
whose seemingly infinite curiosity was equalled only by his powers of invention. He is 
widely considered to be one of the greatest painters of all time and perhaps the most 
diversely talented person ever to have lived

Famous works of art

Leonardo : Mona Lisa and The Last Supper

                     drawing of the Vitruvian Man is also iconic.
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